Issue date: 2/29/2012

New Jersey Department of Agriculture

New Jersey CASE Grant FY 12 Application 

Description of Grant Opportunity

The FY 12 CASE Grants are available to schools meeting 100% of the NJ CASE Grant eligibility requirements. If applications exceed the total amount of funds available, selection will be based on eligibility, evidence of a CASE program of study and points accumulated. This grant is competitive. All FY 12 CASE grant funds will be used to implement one or more of the available CASE courses leading to a CASE program of study.  CASE grant funds shall be used only for the purchase of items listed in the CASE Purchase Manual for each course.  See the web link at http://www.case4learning.org/purchase-manuals.html   CASE grant funds may also be used for one or more 2012 teacher professional development CASE Institutes.  http://www.case4learning.org/professional-development/case-institute.html 

The expected grant is a $6000 award, however grants are subject to state funding. 
The CASE Model (excerpts on p.2-4 from www.case4learning.org *Specific New Jersey information in bold italics)
The Curriculum for Agricultural Science Education™ (CASE™) project develops a structured sequence of agriculture courses and serves as a model for elevating the rigor and relevance of agricultural education.
CASE is much more than just curriculum. In fact, CASE is a system of instructional support for the classroom teacher like no other resource in agricultural education today. The CASE model provides four major areas of support to promote solid classroom instruction using rigorous and relevant lessons while enhancing student learning.
The four areas of teacher support include curriculum, professional development, assessment, and certification. Each area contributes to the validity of CASE instructional materials by ensuring that teachers are properly equipped and trained and student learning is clearly accountable.
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The CASE Learning Environment

The activity-, project-, and problem-based approach of CASE require a well-equipped learning environment. The ideal CASE facilities include space or areas for science laboratories, computer-based learning, and student workspace. All materials are written for a class size of 20 students. For larger or smaller classes, please plan accordingly.

See the CASE Learning Environment link on the Purchase Manual tab of the CASE website.   http://www.case4learning.org/purchase-manuals.html 

The link to the Introduction to AFNR course is included below but all three courses are listed at the above link. http://www.case4learning.org/purchase-manuals/78-intro-to-afnr-purchasing.html 

Curriculum 
CASE courses provide the teacher a comprehensive package of all teaching resources required to instruct lessons. Each lesson plan contains teacher notes, PowerPoint® presentations, student activity instructions, and assessments. Lessons are designed to provide everything the teacher needs at a click of the mouse. The philosophy behind a CASE lesson is to empower the student by providing students an active role in their learning rather than learning being a product of teacher led instruction.  Successful teacher completion of the 80 hour professional development program is required for this New Jersey CASE Grant and also required to receive the CASE curriculum. All CASE courses consist of 150+ days of instruction developed for 45 minute classes. 
Professional Development 
CASE Institutes 

A CASE Institute (CI) is a professional development workshop to provide teachers training for the instruction related to a specific CASE course. Once a teacher has successfully completed 80 hours of intense professional development at a CASE Institute, the teacher is certified to teach the specific CASE course.  Successful teacher completion of the CASE Institute, before the end of the grant period, is required for this New Jersey CASE funding. 

Assessment

‘Check for Understanding’ or short quizzes related to the concepts and performance objectives are provided for each lesson.

Unit and End-of-Course Exams 

CASE (end of course) assessments are available for the ASP (Plant) and ASA (Animal) courses 2011-12. The pilot assessment for Intro to AFNR will be available in the spring of 2012.
National Assessment Exams 
Once CASE specialization and capstone courses have been developed and implemented, a recommended sequence of courses will be defined to constitute a Program of Study. National Assessment Exams will be created as a summative assessment for completers of a CASE Program of Study. Expect the development of this phase of the CASE program by 2015. 

Certification 
The value of CASE curricula is the overall certification of students, teachers, and programs. To ensure that high quality instructional experiences are provided to students the way they are intended by design, certification of teachers and programs is essential. Ensuring that teachers and programs are providing the CASE curricula as designed is one measure of consistency for CASE learning goals across programs. 

Programs that follow the CASE certification process and meet the certification requirements will provide their students a quality education and the maximum recognition for their efforts. Students may be eligible for college credit based upon meeting the certification requirements. As the program develops it is anticipated that CASE certification will influence student admission and scholarship potential for post-secondary education.

2012 CASE 
CASE courses consist of a full year of lessons (150 days of 45 minute lessons) that utilize activity-, project-, and problem-based learning set in an inquiry-based approach. CASE increases the rigor and relevance of agriculture subject matter and enhances core academic areas including science, mathematics, and English. CASE provides the teacher everything they need to facilitate classroom instruction except equipment and supplies. CASE is student-directed and inquiry based.  CASE (end of course) assessments are available for the ASP (Plant) and ASA (Animal) courses. The pilot assessment for Intro to AFNR will be available in the spring of 2012. 
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Introduction to Agriculture, Food, & Natural Resources 
This is the first course in the CASE sequence of courses, which introduces students to leadership, science, plants, animals, natural resources, and agricultural mechanics using the hands-on approach of activities, projects, and problems. Students also develop a career portfolio as they investigate their personal interests and careers in agriscience.
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Principles of Agricultural Science – Animal (ASA)
This is a foundational level (sophomore) course where students explore the world of animal agriculture and develop a management guide for an animal of their choice. Areas of study include history and domestication, handling and behavior, anatomy and physiology, nutrition, reproduction, genetics, health, selection, and marketing.
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 Principles of Agricultural Science – Plant (ASP)
This is a foundational level (sophomore) course where students study the production of plants while developing a grower’s handbook. Areas of study include soils, hydroponics, plant anatomy and physiology, taxonomy, growing environments, sexual reproduction, asexual reproduction, insects and diseases, and production and marketing.
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Animal and Plant Biotechnology - APB
Animal and Plant Biotechnology, a specialization course in the CASE Animal and Plant pathways, provides resources to the teacher to facilitate rigorous instruction and increase the level of student understanding related to biotechnology concepts. Students will complete hands-on activities, projects, and problems designed to build content knowledge and technical skills in the field of biotechnology. Students are expected to become proficient at projects involving micropipetting, bacterial cultures and transformations, electrophoresis, and polymerase chain reaction. Research and experimental design will be highlighted as students develop and conduct industry appropriate investigations.  CASE resources and professional development provide extensive preparation for the teacher to be proficient and confident in their ability to provide proper instruction of biotechnology skills and concepts.  APB is a field test (2012-13) which will require teacher feedback. 
	New Jersey Department of Agriculture

New Jersey CASE Grant FY 12 Application 
Title Page – Section I (5 pts.)

	Section A:  
Title:    New Jersey CASE Grant  FY 12
Division/Office:      Agriculture and Natural Resources – Office of Agricultural Education (OAE)


	Section B:


	SCHOOL DISTRICT


	ADDRESS


	CITY                                                                    STATE                                                                                         ZIP

PROJECT DIRECTOR:  _____________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE #:          (           )_______________________    FAX #:  (           )_________________________   

E-MAIL: _____________________________________

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR: ________________________________ TELEPHONE #:   (           )____________________ 

E-MAIL: ____________________________________
DURATION OF PROJECT: FROM:  April 1, 2012   TO: August 30, 2012
                                        MAXIMUM TARGETED AMOUNT OF FUNDS:  $6,000.00

 GRANT AND TOTAL AMOUNT  SUBJECT TO THE AVAILABILTY OF STATE FUNDING

APPLICATION CERTIFICATION: To the best of my knowledge and belief, the information contained in this application is true and correct. 

I further certify the following are enclosed and complete: * TITLE PAGE, APPLICATION NARRATIVE, ASSOCIATED FORMS, BUDGET DETAIL AND SUMMARY, ORIGINAL AND THREE COPIES OF THE COMPLETE APPLICATION PACKAGE

____________________________________________            ________________________________________        _______________

Signature of Ag, Food and Nat. Res./CASE Teacher                  Print Name                                                                       Date                                  

__________________________________________                 ________________________________________       _______________

Signature of  District Chief School Administrator                       Print Name                                                                      Date

*FAILURE TO INCLUDE REQUIRED APPLICATION COMPONENTS CONSTITUTES A VIOLATION OF THE GRANT AND WILL RESULT IN THE APPLICATION BEING ELIMINATED FROM CONSIDERATION.

SEND or DELIVER APPLICATIONS TO: 

Office of Agricultural Education   

New Jersey Department of Agriculture                              

Room 204, P.O. Box 330, 369 South Warren St.

Trenton, NJ 08625-0330

MUST BE RECEIVED BY: 4:00 PM, Thursday, March 29, 2012
NO FACSIMILE SUBMISSION WILL BE ACCEPTED.

NO LATE APPLICATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED REGARDLESS OF THE DATE POSTMARKED. 
NO ADDITIONAL MATERIALS CAN BE SUBMITTED AFTER RECEIPT OF THIS APPLICATION.

NO APPLICATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED FROM SCHOOLS WITH OUTSTANDING OAE GRANT REPORTS 


	

	


Section II (5 pts.)
Application for CASE courses (check all boxes that apply):

Intro to Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources (AFNR) course 
Principles of Agricultural Science – Plant (ASP) course
Principles of Agricultural Science – Animal (ASA) course

 Animal and Plant Biotechnology (APB) field test/course

Section III (45 pts.)
CASE Grant Eligibility
Eligibility will be limited in two tiers: 
Tier 1 districts have been previously funded by a CASE grant, have at least one approved DOE AFNR program of study, and plan to implement a CASE sequence of courses. OR
Tier 2 districts which have not previously received a CASE grant but plan to implement a program of study using a sequence of CASE courses. 

A. Letters A- F must be checked in order to be eligible for the FY 12 New Jersey CASE grant: 
B.  (10 pts.)The school district has been previously funded by a CASE grant and has at least one DOE approved AFNR program of study. 
Or

 The school district has not previously received a CASE grant but plans to implement a program of study using CASE. 
(In either case, the program of study must encompass animal or plant science courses/pathway consistent with CASE. 
See:  http://www.case4learning.org/curriculum/case-pathways.html 
C.  (15 pts.) A CASE School District Agreement form to participate in a CASE Institute (signed by appropriate school personnel) has been 1) submitted with this grant and submitted to 2) Miranda Chaplin, CASE staff for CI registration.  miranda.chaplin@case4learning.org    
(A signed form reflects district and school support for teacher professional development, course sequencing leading to a program of study and support to obtain proper CASE supplies and equipment for the CASE learning environment).   The attached link includes the CASE School District Agreement:  http://www.case4learning.org/component/content/article/9/67-case-institute-registration.html    
D.  (5 pts.) At least one Agriculture teacher from the applying district/school has been registered to attend one or more 2012 CASE Institutes.  Please attach confirmation that the agriculture teacher’s registration was received by CASE. (If CI registration is dependent on this grant, input the words “Pending FY12 funding” in Comment Box.) 
E.  (5 pts.) Agriculture teacher participation in an Office of Agricultural Education Spring CASE Grant meeting (approx. 2 hour meeting in April/May 2012) to discuss CASE grant and program of study requirements; as well as supply, material and equipment purchases for the targeted course(s). (Supervisors/administrators welcome). 
Identify the teacher (and supervisor, if applicable) who will attend the meeting: 

Name(s): _______________________________________________________

F.  (10 pts.) Copy of recent local advisory committee minutes (after September 1, 2011) reflecting discussions and recommendations to implement a rigorous program of study using CASE course sequences and pathways, as well as the establishment of articulation agreements with post-secondary institutions (i.e.  county colleges, four-year colleges and universities).  Program of Study Framework:  http://www.nj.gov/education/cte/study/components.pdf 
G.  School district must be able to place all CASE equipment and supply orders before June 30, 2012 and be able to receive all CASE materials by August 30, 2012.  This is a strict requirement of this CASE grant and directly impacts efficient and effective delivery of the CASE Program. Items received after August 31, 2012 may not be purchased with FY 12 CASE Grant funds. 
Section IV (35 pts.)
Narrative
Brief narrative (2 pages or less) including: 

a. the school district objectives for participating in the CASE including student recruitment strategies, 

b. how CASE courses and pathways will be implemented  (replacement or in addition to current courses), 
c. plans to implement a program of study utilizing a CASE course sequence (include the course sequence for each CIP or CASE pathway, list of post-secondary institutions (or copy of agreements) with which school is articulating),

d. the plan for course assessments

e. the plan to equip the class/lab to meet the CASE Learning Environment recommendations. Discuss projected class size and projected amount of equipment you will purchase (classes of 20 students working in pairs is ideal); discuss alterations, if any, that must be made to class/lab; and discuss plan to provide internet for student access. 

f. Other relevant information. 

Section V (5 pts.) 
Budget Detail
Please use one of the following two options: 

a) CASE website Purchase Manual Vendor (tabs) spreadsheet tabs for each course

http://www.case4learning.org/purchase-manuals.html   OR
b) the attached CASE Equipment and Supply Detail spreadsheet.

Section VI (5 pts.)
Budget Summary

Budget Summary Form/Final Report Form – (Columns 2 and 3 completed at time of application). Please note: This form must be re-submitted with Column 4 completed with the Final Report.
Grant Submission Checklist and Requirements
(Please submit the following application parts at submission. 
DO NOT submit pages 1-3 of grant announcement.)
1. Section I - Grant Title Page (5 points)
2. Section II – Application for CASE courses (5 points)
3. Section III - Application Eligibility (45 points)
a. Signed CASE School District Agreement form.  The attached link includes the CASE School District Agreement:  http://www.case4learning.org/component/content/article/9/67-case-institute-registration.html    
b. Please note: Satisfactory completion of the CASE Institute (CI) prior to August 31, 2012 is a grant requirement.  The CI Scope and Sequence/Portfolio (provided at the CI) must be signed by a CASE Lead Teacher for each CASE Institute attended and submitted with the final report. 

4. Section IV - Narrative – (2 pages or less) (35 points) 
5. Section V - Expenditure detail forms: (5 points)
6. Section VI - Budget Summary Form/Final Report Form (5 points) 
Final Report Requirements
The final grant report is due by October 31, 2012 and shall include: 
1) Brief narrative (do not exceed two pages) describing usage of grant funds:
a. Describe any extenuating circumstances or challenges expending FY 12 CASE grant funds and the number of students for which you have equipped the CASE class/lab.  (i.e. ordered and received 10 Vernier Labquest Handheld units for class of 20 students working in pairs.)
b. Describe impact CASE has had on program, students, teacher(s) and facilities. 

c. Describe program of study, sequence of CASE courses and list each post-secondary institution with which you have an articulation agreement. 

d. Discuss use, or non-use, of CASE course assessments and level of achievement, challenges or successes. 

e. Describe other grant sources and amounts (if any) that were used to equip the 2012-13 CASE courses/program at your school such as local program budget, county board of agriculture, Perkins funds, etc.
f. Other information deemed relevant to the success of implementation of CASE.
2) A copy of the CASE Institute Scope and Sequence/Portfolio provided to teacher at the CI, signed by a CASE Lead Teacher, indicating successful completion of the CASE Institute(s). 

3) Budget detail forms (CASE Purchase Manual Vendor tab/forms may be used) itemizing all CASE materials purchased with New Jersey CASE FY 12 grant funds.  All materials purchased with this grant must be received by August 30, 2012 for use on the first day of class in 2012. 

4) Budget Summary Form/Final Report Form. Please complete column 4 of Budget Summary/Final Report Form, showing all grant funds received and spent for the 2012-13 CASE course(s) at your school.  

NJ DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE, OFFICE OF AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION
CASE GRANT FY12 
BUDGET SUMMARY FORM
and

FINAL REPORT FORM






School/District:__________________________________________________________


	
	
	
	FU N D I N G   S O U R C E S

	1
	
	
	2
	
	3
	4

	BUDGET

CATEGORY
	
	
	Requested Funds

	
	Matching or other grants supporting

FY 12 CASE
	 (for Final Report)

Expenditures



	A.
	CASE Class/Lab Equipment/Supplies 
Summary/total only

	
	
	
	
	
	

	B.
	CASE INSTITUTE 

Teacher and CI attended: ____________________________________________________________________________________
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 C.

	Other (please specify)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL 
	
	
	
	
	
	


CASE Teacher (print): __________________________________________________

CASE Teacher Signature: ________________________________ Date: __________
Building Principal (print): ________________________________________________

Building Principal signature: _______________________________Date: _________
Business Administrator (print): ____________________________________________

Business Administrator signature:  _________________________ Date: __________
NJ CASE Grant FY12 
Final Report Due Date:  October 31, 2012
FINAL REPORT COVER PAGE
(use this page when submitting the final report) 

CASE School: _____________________________________________________

We are submitting the following information in fulfillment of the Final Report requirements for the FY 12 CASE grant 

1) Final Report Cover page, 

2) Final Report Narrative, 

3) CASE Institute Scope and Sequence/Portfolio signed by a CASE Lead Teacher,

4) Budget Detail Forms and 

5) Final Budget Summary. 

CASE Teacher (print):  ___________________________________________________

CASE Teacher Signature: __________________________Date: _________________

Principal (print): ________________________________________________________
Principal Signature: ________________________________Date: ________________

Business Administrator (print): ____________________________________________

Business Administrator Signature: _____________________Date: _______________
Submit to: Nancy J. Trivette, State Agricultural Education Program Leader, New Jersey Department of Agriculture, P.O. Box 330, 369 S. Warren Street, Trenton, NJ 08625-0330 by October 31, 2012. 
************************************************************************
For State Office Use:
Final Fiscal Report Review/Approval:  

__________________________________ 

_____________________________

Susan R. Butch  




Date

OAE Fiscal Officer

Final Program Fiscal Report Review/Approval:

 ___________________________________ 
_____________________________

Nancy J. Trivette   




Date

State Agricultural Education Program Leader

Office of Agricultural Education
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