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Purpose of Event 
The Extemporaneous Public Speaking Career Development Event is designed to develop the ability of all FFA members to express 

themselves on a given subject without having prepared or rehearsed its content in advance.  FFA activities, such as Career 

Development Events are an integral part of the instructional program in Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources Education.  

Through the Extemporaneous Public Speaking event, students will have the opportunity to think on their feet and make their case 

quickly and persuasively. 

 

Common Core Standards  
Through Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources Education, FFA is helping students meet the Common Core Standards in various 

areas.  The Extemporaneous Public Speaking Career Development Event teaches students about English Language Arts standards in 

reading, writing, and speaking.  Some examples of how the Extemporaneous Public Speaking Career Development Event is meeting 

these standards include: 

 

Students will: determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and 

technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text.  

 Through the Prepared Public Speaking Career Development Event, students read various materials and texts in the 

preparation and research of their speech topic. [RI.11-12.4.  – English Language Arts: Reading: Informational Texts – 

Craft and Structure] 
 

Students will: produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 

 Through agricultural education, students learn abilities to non-verbally communicate in a powerful, organized and 

professional manner. [W.11-12.4. – English Language Arts: Writing – Production and Distribution of Writing] 

 

Students will: present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that 

listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization, 

development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks. 

 Through agricultural education, students learn abilities to communicate original ideas and facts in a powerful, organized, and 

professional manner. [SL.11-12.4. - Language Arts Literacy: Speaking and Listening: Presentation of Knowledge and 

Ideas] 
 

Rules of Event 
All Career Development Events will follow the general rules, which are published in the NJ State FFA Activity Guide (Form 7.000).  

This event will consist of three (3) phases: Phase I  - Preparation  (30 minutes – students are allowed up to five (5) resources); Phase II 

– Presentation (4-6 minutes); Phase III – Questions (5 minutes).  The participants will draw three specific topics, selected at random 

from the pool of 12, relating to the industry of agriculture.  From the three, they will choose the topic of their choice. Chapters may 

have one (1) participant compete.  For more details on this event, click here consult the National FFA Career Development Event 

Handbook. 

 

Scoring for the New Jersey Event  
Oral Communication – 600 points 

Non-verbal Communication – 400 points 

Individual Total – 1000 points 
 

 Click here to discover the 

Career Opportunities, 

SAE Opportunities and 

Proficiency Award Areas 

that correspond to the Extemporaneous Public Speaking 

Career Development Event! 
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