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December 15, 2015 
 
To:  New Jersey FFA Chapter Advisors/Agriculture, Food and Natural Resource Educators 
 
From:  Eric J. Nelson, State FFA Facilitator  
 
CC:  Nancy J. Trivette, State FFA Advisor 
  Erin E. Noble, State FFA Specialist 
   
Re:  Advocacy and Legislative Leadership Day 

Thursday, February 25, 2016 9:00 AM– 3:30 PM  
Lafayette Ballroom – Wyndham Garden Hotel 
1 W Lafayette Street, Trenton, NJ 08608 

 
Join us for a leadership event that brings New Jersey’s FFA chapter leaders and legislators together in 
celebration of National FFA Week.   Chapter members will have the opportunity to meet and talk with New 
Jersey’s leaders during brunch.  Invited guests will include New Jersey State Governor; Secretary of 
Agriculture; Commissioner of Education; and New Jersey Team Agricultural Education Leaders.  Several 
New Jersey colleges and organizations will also be invited to this event to help students plan for success 
after high school.  Advocacy and Legislative Leadership Day is a chance to embrace the FFA mission of 
premier leadership, personal growth and career success.  This year’s theme is “AGnovation” 
 
A mini college and career fair will be available from 9:00-10:00 am and during various times of the day.  
This portion of the program is optional and is to help with varying arrival times of schools.  Brunch begins 
promptly at 10:00 am and may include the presentation of an FFA Week Proclamation, greetings from 
various leaders and an interactive symposium focused on innovation in agriculture. 
 
Following brunch, students will participate in one of two options.  (*Local districts are responsible for 
making supervision decisions regarding students participating in both options.  Chaperone/Advisor 
participation in this option is limited.) All students will participate in an advocacy workshop facilitated by 
Morgan Rutar, State FFA Secretary and Alyssa Ferraro, State FFA Parliamentarian. 
 
Option 1: (Limited to two per chapter.  Chapters can choose a third alternate.  If there are available 
openings, chapters will be notified if their third alternate can attend.) 
Students will visit and tour the State House with Hope Cahill, State FFA President and participate in one 
workshop. 
 
Option 2: (Remaining members) 
Students will rotate through two workshops that will develop their leadership and advocacy skills.  These 
workshops are: 
 “#feedthe9” – Myranda Bond, State FFA Treasurer 
 “Non-Traditional Ag Careers” – Tyler Kohlhaas, State FFA Sentinel 
 “Exploring Agricultural Issues ” – Hannah Mann, State FFA Vice President 
 

NEW JERSEY FFA ASSOCIATION, INC. 
 

New Jersey Department of Agriculture 
P.O. Box 330 ~ 369 South Warren Street ~ Trenton, NJ 08625-0330 

1-877-243-3332 ~ Fax: 609-633-2421 
www.jerseyageducation.nj.gov 

In cooperation with New Jersey Department of Education 

 

http://www.jerseyageducation.nj.gov/
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By the end of the day, students will be able to:  
*Demonstrate the characteristics of an effective advocate and design an advocacy action 

plan 
* Explore hunger and discuss personal actions that can impact hunger at the local state, 

national and global levels   
* Explore issues facing agriculture and analyze information to effectively communicate all 

sides of the issue  
* Identify non-traditional agriculture career opportunities and create career goals  

    

PARTICIPANT COSTS: 
 LEADERSHIP RESOURCES:  $9.00 
 MEALS & Other INCIDENTALS:  $18.00 
 TOTAL $27.00 – to be paid to “Treasurer, State of New Jersey” 
 
Participant cost for the event is $27 and includes brunch and leadership materials. Chapters with 
Gold Affiliation will receive up to a $250 discount on ALL Leadership Resources for students. (Fees 
for teachers/chaperones are not waived). These discounts will be taken off on the participant list.  
Registration will begin at 9:00 am in the lobby outside the Lafayette Ballroom.   
 
Please make your check payable to: Treasurer, State of New Jersey and send it to the Office of 
Agricultural Education, New Jersey Department of Agriculture, P.O. Box 330, Trenton, N.J. 
08625-0330. Registration is due Monday, February 1, 2016.  Please use the online registration 
form at http://www.jerseyageducation.nj.gov/agriculture/ag_ed/bulletin/  and submit your 
registration to ag.ed.registration@ag.state.nj.us.  Official dress/business attire is required.  

 

DESCRIPTION OF ATTIRE: 
 
Official Dress: Men: Black dress pants (no jeans – blue or black, leather, pleather, etc.), white dress 

shirt, official FFA tie, black dress shoes with a closed heel and toe (no boots, sandals, 
open-toed shoes, tennis shoes), black socks, Official FFA jacket zipped to the top 

 
Ladies: Black skirt (at least knee length, hemmed evenly across the bottom, with a 
slit no longer than 2 inches above the knee, excluding the kick pleat), white collared 
blouse, Official FFA blue scarf, black dress shoes with a closed heel and toe (no 
boots, sandals, open-toed shoes, tennis shoes), black nylon hosiery, Official FFA 
jacket zipped to the top 

 
Business Dress: Men: Dress pants with button-up, collared shirt and tie.  Jackets are option.  

Dress shows are appropriate while flip-flops, sandals and sneakers are not 
appropriate.   

   
  Ladies: Dress pants or knee-length or longer skirts.  Dress blouses are 

appropriate.  Conservative dresses are also acceptable.  Dress shows are 
acceptable.  Flip-flops, sandal and sneakers are not appropriate. 

 
 
LUNCH: 

http://www.jerseyageducation.nj.gov/agriculture/ag_ed/bulletin/
mailto:ag.ed.registration@ag.state.nj.us
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Since a brunch will be served, there will be no break for lunch.  Students will have fifteen-minute 
breaks in between workshops.  Please make other arrangements for additional meals. 

 

PARKING 
Information regarding bus parking will be shared closer to the event. All other vehicles will park in the 

parking garage adjacent to the hotel for $5. 

DRIVING DIRECTIONS 
  

From the North using the Turnpike:  NJ Turnpike South to Exit 7-A. Take I-195 West to Route 29 North. 
Stay to the left on Route 29 North when the road splits. Go through the tunnel and past Waterfront Park 
area and take the Memorial Drive Exit. Proceed to the stop sign. Make left at stop sign and come to the 
traffic light. Make left at light and proceed to next traffic light and make left onto Lafayette St. The hotel will 
be the second building on your left. 
 
From the South using the Turnpike: NJ Turnpike North to Exit 7A.  Take I-195 West to Route 29 South to 
the Memorial Drive Exit, and proceed to the stop sign. Make left at stop sign and come to the traffic light. 
Make left at light and proceed to next traffic light and make left onto Lafayette St. The hotel is second 
building on your left. 

 

 

 
 

 
 


